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“Touch across Time”: Applying Queer Temporality to the
Biblical Studies

Mayuko Yasuda

Medievalist Carolyn Dinshaw argues that thinking about sexuality in the Middle Ages is rethinking not
only the Middle Ages, but also of the relationships between the present and the past, between those who live
in the here and now and those who live (ed) in a time and space other than the here and now, and of the self
which tries to establish such a relationship. This is a queer way to rethink the relationships across time.

This paper will introduce the concept of "touch across time," proposed by Dinshaw, and review how it
has influenced biblical studies in the United States.

Keywords: Queer temporality, Queer criticism, Biblical studies, Pauline studies
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