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Trends and Issues of Studies regarding Self-Neglecting Elders
Nomura, Shohei

This article will review studies regarding self-neglect as a new taxonomy of elder abuse and neglect which
has not been generally studied in Japan, and will try to define the problems we would face.

There is no clear or unified definition of the self-neglect, because it is an extensive and a complex issue and,
also, the each study differs from one another in its cultural identity. Also, there is some debate on whether to
include those situations in which a mentally competent person, who understands the consequences of own
decisions, makes a conscious and voluntary decision to engage in acts of neglect, in the definition of self-
neglect. In addition, there is a conflict of views regarding whether to include the self-neglect in the definition
of elder abuse and neglect because a violation of human right inflicted by another has been generally accepted
as a condition for the abuse, while that inflicted by one-self has not.

In Japan, where cultural identity is quite different from that of Europe and America, we need to bring up
issues based on actual cases and experiences by ourselves. Also, an active interdisciplinary inquiry into the

issue is anticipated.

Key Words : self-neglect, neglect, elder abuse
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