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Prevention of Elder Abuse in Social Work Practice based on The Act
for the Prevention of Elder Abuse

Toward Constructing a Preventive Support System
to Halt Abuse of the Elderly

Misae Oppata

The purpose of this research was to examine the actual state of social work support based on the elder
abuse prevention law, develop items of a conceptual framework of prevention of elder abuse, and develop a
comprehensive elder abuse prevention support system.

Since concepts for the prevention of elder abuse were not clear, concepts of preventive psychiatry
proposed by Caplan, G(1964) were used to create the preliminary conceptual framework for the prevention
of elder abuse.

First, a qualitative study of 13 case records at one Regional Comprehensive Support Center (RCSC) was
conducted to clarify aspects of collaborative processes for the prevention of elder abuse and revealed 6
major actions undertaken by social workers. A quantitative survey was carried out to examine whether
these actions were being undertaken by other RCSCs.

Outcomes of both studies indicated that there was a unique series of processes from secondary to
primary prevention and then tertiary preventions of elder abuse. It can be concluded that increased elder

abuse prevention is likely to be achieved by strengthening and modifying the existing prevention system.

Keywords: elder abuse, prevention, social work practice, qualitative research, quantitative research
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