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Community Development as a Method in the Developing World

— A Philippine Experience of Community Development as a Social Work Practice —

Harashima, Hiroshi

This paper focuses on the evolution of Community Development and is specifically aimed at clarifying
views of the term 'development’ from a historical perspective. Experiences of CD in the Philippines are examined

for a deeper insight into the discussion..

Chapter 1 presents an overview of the historical development of CD before and after WWIL,. It covers the
period from the colonization of emerging nations, retraces their independence, as developing societies, and

includes in its investigation the present trends in globalization.

The long decades and phases of CD saw the approach as essential throughout history notwithstanding the
fact that the CD approach has been given many names by our societies and particularly by the U.N itself. Thus,
the terms: community development, social development, basic human needs, women and development, human
development and so forth have been witnesses to the changes happening in our world and to our view of

development.

Chapter 3 examines the concepts and processes of CD based on the studies already done in the Philippines,

taking in to account the popular CD approaches and projects undertaken in this country.

This study concludes that CD initiatives and projects undertaken by local governments and NGOs are, in
fact, effective in responding to the needs of people in their local communities and have potentials to remain so
in the future. The persistent drawbacks to their successful experiences in making fundamental changes for the
poor in their communities are the financial crisis that beset both governmental and non-governmental
organizations and also some cultural and traditional pattern such as patron-client system working in the local

community.

Key Words : Social Work, Community Development, Community Organization, Community Education,

Community Resource Management
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