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The Current Trends of Community-based Comprehensive Support
Centers Associated with the Reform of the Long-Term Care Insur-
ance System

— The Feature and Roles of Certified Social Workers —

Takayama, Yumiko

The Long-Term Care Insurance Law was revised in June, 2005, based on its supplementary provision,
which was added when it went into effect. The government is to engage in 5 reforms including the utilizing of
the precaution emphasis system and a review on the benefits package for facility. Associated with the reforms,
there will be Community-based Comprehensive Support Centers established in municipalities. In addition,
Certified Social Workers will be assigned as a specialist in order to assume roles in comprehensive counseling,
project assistances, advocacy of human rights, etc.

Ahead of the law amendment, the Japanese Association of Certified Social Workers conducted a case study
to clarify the meaning of comprehensive counseling and the roles of Certified Social Workers aiming at
appropriate implementation of services performed by the workers. As a conclusion, the case study reaffirms
the significance of comprehensive counseling based on the clarified functions. It also indicates that specific
deliberations on how to assign Certified Social Workers and how to conduct an internship and a practical

evaluation will be necessary from now on.

Key Words : Long-Term Care Insurance, Community-based Comprehensive Support Center, Certified Social
Worker, Japanese Association of Certified Social Workers
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