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MAPS

Areas of Missionary Influence before 1914
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Scale: 1 : 10 000 000

The missions are numbered chronologically, according to the date when they started
work on the mainland of German East Africa: '

Catholic missions

1. Holy Ghost Fathers 1868
4. White Fathers 1878 (+Trappists 1898)
6. Benedictines 1889

Protestant missions

Universities’ Mission to C. Afrika 1871
Church Missionary Society 1876
Berlin ITI 1887 (+ Afrika Verein 1896)
Berlin I 1891

Moravians 1891

. Leipzig Lutherans 1893

. 7th Day Adventists 1903

. American Inland Mission 1910
. Neukirchen 1911

. Brecklumer 1912

Source: Anne Brumfit, “The Rise and Development of a Language Policy
in German Fast Africa”, Sprache und Geschichte in Afrika
(2/1980), p. 285.
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Areas of Protestant Church Work in Tanzania, 1975
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GENERAL AREAS OF PROTESTANT [ *< ! e Njombé
CHURCH-WORK IN TANZANIA ~. e e seeseese

APPROXIMATE NUMBERS et NGl
LUTHERANS (1976) 743,000 oA . Mtwara
ANGLICANS (1970) 275.000 Songea Nachmgwea /
MORAVIANS (1970) 96.000 S L
AFRICA INLAND CHURCH (1870)  50.000 . et
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS (1970) 60.000 T L g
PENTECOSTALS (1970) 50.000
[ROMAN CATHOLICS (1974)  2.720.835)

veasseseran, Lindi
CANS '..

N -

Sources: Conference and Training Centre CCT, Dodoma, 1970; Catholic Directory
of Eastern Africa, 4th Edition, Tabora, 1974; Kiwovele/Mellinghoff (eds.),
Lutherische Kirche Tanzania, Erlangen, 1976, 154.

N.B.: In some areas and large towns several denominations may have Churches.
Roman Catholics are found in almost all areas.

Statistics vary according to the sources and years of estimations.

Source: J.P. van Bergen, Development and Religion in Tanzania
(Madras, Leiden, 1981), p. 35
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[1 Report of Tanzania

— An Interdisciplinary Study of Religious Affairs in Tanzania—

Toshifumi Uemura

Tanzania is said to be the Eden of Africa. It is a country where Christian-
ity, Islam, and traditional African religions exist side by side in harmony.
To probe the reasons why such a situation is possible, | made a month-
long field trip in 2001 and a two-week field trip at the end of 2004. The
first trip began from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA lasting
from January 4 to February 3, 2001; it included visits Dar Es Salaam,
Iringa, and Arusha as well as fellowship with Lutherans in local churches
and at Tumaini University, an institution which receives support from
Luther Seminary. Incidentally this private college welcomes students not
only from Tanzania but throughout Africa. The Lutheran Church also
works to support health services in Iringa and, through the establishment
of a health center in lllura, contributes to the medical wellbeing of the
region. These efforts in the fields of health and education have been the
driving forces behind the heightened awareness of Christianity on the
part of the local residents. Apant from this fact, | have felt that there is
yet another force that is promoting the growth of the Lutheran Church in
this region. The two Japanese persons who accompanied me on the sec-
ond trip from December 16 to 28, 2004 both accepted Jesus Christ and

were baptized at the church in the lllura Village of the Iringa District.
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One of these was a person who had once claimed that he would never
decide to be baptized in a church in Japan; yet in a matter of only 4 days
in Tanzania, he made a 180 degree turnabout in his convictions and was
baptized. The other person who was baptized told those present at the
ceremony that this action had nothing to do with her own thinking, but
that a greater power was at work within her. From this, it seems to me
that there is something in this country of Tanzania that can serve to open
up the closed hearts and minds of Japanese. This report seeks to find the
cause behind this phenomenon, and while comparing the two cultures,
attempt to find that factor which explains how the church in Tanzania
can experience such rapid growth, while the church in Japan remains

stagnant at best.

There is presently very little research available which compares the coun-
tries and cultures of Japan and Tanzania. | am convinced that a study of
Tanzania, a country which could not be more distant from Japan in terms
of geography and awarerness, offers a chance to gain insight into Japan
and its culture. This investigation of mine has only just commenced, and
I am aware of its limitations. With this in mind, | would like to express my
deep appreciation to Luther Seminary, which enabled the first of these
field trips that started my interest in this country, and also to Japan
Lutheran College, which provided special research funds for this second

field trip.
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