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Regional Characteristics Related to the Difficulties of Residential
Care for People with Intellectual Disabilities

Fukuda, Masumi

Historically, the residential facilities for people with intellectual disabilities (IDs) have been constructed
mainly in under-populated areas. Even now, a large number of people with IDs are living in such areas with
a lack of the special equipment and/or services needed.

This study aims to explore the regional characteristics related to these difficulties, especially in under-
populated areas of residential care for IDs among service directors. The research methodology is a cross-
sectional survey through a mailed questionnaire. The sample size was 592 (the under-populated area, 310/
the populated area, 282) and response rate was 44.5% (the former, 48.9%/ the latter, 39.0%).

The data was analyzed by factor-analysis and t-chi by utilizing SPSS, and the statistical result shows
that the residential facilities in the under-populated area face difficulties for following reasons; 1) Securing
daily service, a working place, and in providing daily life assistance, 2) Coordinating and cooperating with
medical institutions; executing emergency and medical practices; and 3) Increasing opportunities for people

with severe IDs to go outside.

Keywords: people with intellectual disabilities, residential facilities, the under-populated area, difficulties

of residential care
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