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Constructing a Conceptual Support Structure Model for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing Persons with Mental Disorders

— The Phenomenon of Complex Interaction Through Support —

Akahata, Atsushi

The purpose of this study is to construct a support structure conceptual model for deaf and hard
of hearing persons with mental disorders, such as can be applied in practice to the field of mental health
welfare.

First, in order to understand the current state of support for deaf and hard of hearing persons with
mental disorders, a content analysis from the literature study was performed to clarify the structure of
difficulty of support.

Next, in order to explore the possibility of support, interviews with psychiatric social workers in
mental health welfare were performed. This was analyzed by M-GTA, thereby deriving a process of
understanding the subject in the support act.

Through comprehensive consideration on the basis of these two inquiries, I found five levels
(M sense, perception, @ action, (@ recognition, @organization system, & society culture system)
of interaction phenomena. On this basis, the phenomenon of complex interaction through support
was found for users and supporters with hearing impairment and mental disorders such as hearing
impairment support and mental disability support with both specific elements. I presented a conceptual
model of support for deaf and hard of hearing persons with mental disorders that is a multi-layer

structure including the phenomenon of complex interaction.

Keywords: Deaf and hard of hearing persons with mental disorders, Mental health welfare, Concept

model of support, Complex interaction
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