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A Reflection on Luther’s Theology of Worship

— From a Missiological Point of View —

Ito, Yoshihiko

Prior to the 500™ anniversary of the Reformation, this paper examines the reformation of worship
in Luther’s Reformation by emphasizing the missiological aspect of worship thereby probing the issues
and horizons of modern Japanese worship.

As keywords in this paper, the dualism of “centripetal force” gives an important suggestion for the
reconsideration of “Word” and “Sacrament” (Baptism and Holy Communion) as the main elements of
worship, and of “Catechism” and “Credo” as the driving force of the Reformation.

This paper concludes that there is an inseparable relationship between worship and mission, and
that worship becomes lifeless if its missionary aspect is lost.

Moreover, it was also reclarified that worship, as the training ground for mission, contains

everything that the people of God possibly need for their sending into the World.

Keywords: Luther’s theology, Worship, Mission, Reformation, Centripetal force and centrifugal force
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