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A STUDY ON RELATIONS BETWEEN SOCIAL NETWORKS
AND AREA CHARACTERISTICS AMONG
YOUNG-OLD PEOPLE :

A study of social networks in terms of four types of area characteristics
Ishikawa, Hisanori

The purpose of this study is to describe and clarify the characteristics of social networks in terms of four
types of area characteristics among young-old people (aged 60 to 74) in C-city. A total of 810 face-to-face
interviews were successfully completed from November though December, 2003.

A social network was measured by two kinds of items such as size and contact frequency. There were four
types of area characteristics; rural area, old-town area, new-town area, and rural and new-town mixed area.
One-way ANOVA was conducted to examine the relations between social networks and area characteristics
among young-old people. The results of the one-way ANOVA showed significant differences in social net-
work sizes by area characteristics, experience of social participation within one year, and marital status. In
other words, older people in rural area and old-town area had larger social networks than other two areas.
People in mixed area had less awareness toward informal care than other three areas. These results suggests

that we should take into accounts of area characteristics when we try to build community for informal care.

Key words: Social networks, informal care, young-old, area characteristics



