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Kosuke Koyama and Waterbuffalo Theology

Toshifumi Uemura

Kosuke Koyma is one of the most famous and well known theologians overseas. Simultaneously, he
is one of the least famous or “unknown” Japanese theologians in Japan. Even though he is so well known
overseas he has been neglected by the academic community in Japan. To analyze the reason for this, I have
taken up Waterbuffalo Theology, which is the book that has made him well known around the world. It was
written in English and translated into Japanese. I compared the two translations having the same title, but
found them to be different in writing style. In Japanese, Waterbuffalo Theology is not simply an academic
work, but rather a collection of essays and poems. However, the essence of Koyama's theology lies in his
unique identity as a Japanese. Koyama preferred using the style of essay and poetry. He argued that through

poetry the true worth of things would appear.

Keywords: Kosuke Koyama, Waterbuffalo Theology, Thailand, ecology, theology and violence
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