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Peace through the Blood of the Cross
An Exegetical and Theological Study of Colossians 1:9-23

Takaaki Haraguchi

The author of Colossians took over St. Paul’s theology of the Cross and developed it in a very unique
way. He interpreted the meaning of Christ’s death on the Cross in association with ritual blood shed for
redeeming sins (see Leviticus 16:13-19 etc.). He thus reached the conclusion that Christ’s blood shed on
the Cross brought about reconciliation between God and the whole world. “Through him (=Christ) God
reconciled all things with Himself, making peace through the blood of his Cross” (Colossians 1:20; see also
Romans 5:1-11: Ephesians 1:7; 2:13).

In 1 Corinthians and Galatians Paul employed the word of the Cross as a means of confrontation to
refute false understandings of the gospel. But in Colossians the author refers to the Cross of Christ as an

epoch-making event to realize reconciliation and peace in the world.

Keywords: Colossians, Cross, ritual, reconciliation, peace
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