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The Theme of Love in the Epistle of James

Takaaki Haraguchi

Both James and Paul have recognized the commandment of neighborly love (Lev 19:18) as a cornerstone
of ethical life of Christians (see Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8). The author of James interprets
the love command from the socioethical perspective. He thus exhorts his readers to help those in need
and show mercy toward the socially weak (James 1:27; 2:1-12). Paul understands that the command of
love of neighbor is crucially important for forming the Christian communities. As the brotherly love among
Christians is thought to be a concrete expression of neighborly love, he urgently exhorts his readers to
love one another (Romans 12:10; 13:8). The ethical teachings of James and Paul are not mutually exclusive,
though they are putting stress on different aspects of neighborly love.

On the other hand, Paul exhorts his readers to “bless those who persecute you” (Romans 12:15). Paul’s
remark echoes the command of enemy love given by Jesus (Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27b-28). Nevertheless,
there is no reference to the theme of love of enemies in James. As far as this unique teaching of Jesus is

concerned, Paul and James show the opposite attitudes.

Keywords: The Epistle of James, The Catholic Epistles, Love, Ethics, Jewish Christianity
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