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Peace on Earth or Peace in Heaven?
The Doxologies in Luke 2:14 & 19:38

Takaaki Haraguchi

Luke 19:38 is intentionally inserted in correspondence to 2:14 by the author of the third Gospel. There
is no disagreement between the two doxological passages. Both of them are liturgical songs of praise. The
praise in Luke 2:14 is offered by an angelic host in heaven, while Luke 19:38 is a liturgical response to 2:14,
sung by a large group of Jesus’ disciples. The theme of the glory of God is common to the two phrases.
However, peace on earth is declared in 2:14, while peace in heaven is prayed for in 19:38. Each theme is
interrelated with the other, for peace in heaven is a prerequisite for the realization of peace on earth. Jesus’
victory over the power of sin and death by his death on the Cross and the subsequent resurrection,

constitutes the decisive event of revealing heavenly peace on earth.

Keywords: Luke, glory, peace, heaven, earth
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