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Wissen daB3 sie gewi3 im Frieden und ihr
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Kitaro Nishida and Martin Luther

— From “Awareness of Death” to the Possibility of Freedom —

Samoa Ishii

For Nishida, who regarded the inquiring of the self as a basic problem of philosophy, the theory of
religion was a central problem of his philosophy. After 1935, Nishida selected Luther as a partner for critical
dialog to develop his own theory of religion. The deeper his interest in Luther became, the more profound
his own theory of religion became. However, the relationship between Nishida and Luther has never been
adequately studied. To address this gap, I will demonstrate the fact of Nishida’s reception of Luther, based
on the various documents in this article. The final aim of this article is to show how Nishida pursued the
problem of death through dialog with Luther and to inquire about the possibilities of human freedom by

interpreting Luther’s eschatology from the viewpoint of self-awareness of death.

Keywords: Nishida’s philosophy, Martin Luther, Yoshitaka Kumano, awareness of death, freedom
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