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Factorsin the Process and Structure of the “ Will Determination” by
Families of Cancer Patients

[0 Focusing on the Social Work at the“ Gear Change” Stage and Terminal Stage [

Yanagihara, Kiyoko

This article analyzes and discusses the processes and components of decision-making by families of
cancer patients. Data from family interviews was analyzed using a qualitative research method. The following
three points were indicated:

(a) Details and characteristics of decision-making: Solutions for economic and daily-life problems and
negotiations with healthcare professionals represented the focus of decision-making, and informing other
people, division of rolesin the families and relatives, and decisions regarding the place to take care of patients
were peripheral to the decision-making.

(b) The number of choices in decision-making and the methods employed for decision-making de-
pended on the disease stage. The families struggled and attempted to increase the number of choices at the
onset and the gear-change stages, but as the disease progressed to the terminal and near-death stages, families
faced binary decisions "to act or not to act" and their choices were limited.

(c) The processes of decision-making by families, [ based on situation recognition, self-recognition,
and relationship recognition; 0 with an attitude of decision-making; [1 examined the choices and priorities;
and 0 made adecision. Thisdecision-making processfrom [0 to [ applied at the onset and through the stages
of changein theillness. At the terminal and near-death stages, the families made decisions, 0 based on rela-
tionship recognition, and [0 with an attitude specific to the family.

Key Words: families of cancer patients, decision-making, processes of decision-making, details of decision-
making, component of decision-making
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