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Luther’s Perspectives on Communio Sanctorum: Dialogue with
Traditional Japanese Spirituality

Ishii, Motoo

Behind the practice of ancestral rites in Japan lie two traditional types of spirituality:
community-oriented spirituality and nature-oriented spirituality. It could be said that these
two traditional Japanese spiritualities are obstacles for Christian mission work. At the same
time, Japanese spirituality challenges Christians in the areas of individualism and ecological
crisis. It is important for mission work to show how the Christian gospel answers the needs and
challenges of Japanese spirituality.

This article aims to explore how the concept of communio sanctorum, as elaborated by
Martin Luther, might address the challenges of Japanese spirituality. It will also demonstrate
that the concept of “the community of saints,” both living and dead, refers both to the fellowship
of all believers before God and to the hope and promise of a comprehensive salvation regarding
all creatures.

This dialogue between Japanese spirituality and the Christian concept of communio
sanctorum poses a serious question about the salvation of non-Christian ancestors. A tentative
answer to this is proposed as a practical and pastoral response.

Keywords : communio sanctorum, Japanese spirituality, ancestral rites, M. Luther, indigenization
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