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27p (gered) : Study of an Old Testament
o Anthropological Concept

Ogushi, Hajime

The aim of the present paper is to analyze the Hebrew word 377 (gereb) as one of the
basic anthropological concepts of the Old Testament. It is rarely used to refer to the basic
physical meaning “entrails” in regard to people in the Old Testament; this meaning is applied in
the context of sacrificial animals. 2772 is connected with other anthropological concepts such as
wD), M), 25 etc. Both 2 and UD3 are located in the human “body,” or 2722. So 277 is understood
as the seat of life. Various emotions and thoughts also arise within the 272. The prepositional
formulation 2722 (“in the gereb”) especially emphasizes the psychological connotations of the
term. In the later prophetic eschatological texts the formula 20P37103 (“give --in the gered”) is
used to illustrate God's promises regarding the creation of the new human being (Ez 11 : 19 ;
36:26; Jer 31 : 33a8).

Keywords : Entrails, inward parts, body, anthropology of the Old Testament, seat of life
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