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The Stubborn Heart
— An Exegetical Study on Jer 5 (especially vv 21-25) —

Ogushi, Hajime

This article is aimed to analyze exegetically the chapter 5 of the Book of Jeremiah ,especially in vv 21-
25 in order to determine theological intentions of this chapter and to explain the meanings of the anthropologi-
cal word “heart” (=I€b) and functions in the context. The Prophet characterized the foolishness of the people
with the word “heart” in his ironical call and accusations in Jer 5,21-25, and he found the human heart as
stubborn. The people did not want to be obedient to God and could not be. That was the situation,“Nicht-
konnen und Nicht-Wollen des Volkes liegen ineinander”. So the prophet emphasized the incurability of the
human sin and the inevitability of the coming judgment of God, while he received the prophetic traditions and

concretized them in his judgment speech.
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