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Metaphor of the Kingdom of God: The Literary and Theological
Functions of the Parables in the Gospel of Mark.

Takaaki Haraguchi

Jesus often told the parables of the Kingdom of God when he spoke to a large crowd of people in Galilee
(Mark 4:1-9, 26-29 etc. ). A parable is a short metaphorical story which compares one thing to another. Jesus
employed the figure of speech for the sake of better understanding on the side of his audience (cf. 4:33-34).
The parables of Jesus prompt his audience to reach a new understanding of the reality of the rule of God.
Though most parables in the Gospels are derived from the historical Jesus, some of them were composed in
the early church. They exhort the believers to be ready for the parousia of the risen Lord (Matthew 25:1-13,
31-46; Mark 12:1-12; 13:34-36: Luke14:5-24).

Keywords: parable, metaphor, understanding, Jesus, the early church
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