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A Study on the Roles of “Councils”’, Which Develop Support
Systems for People in the Community with Disabilities:
The Aim of Becoming More of a “Council” Which is Founded on
the Principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities

Yumiko Takayama

A “Council” is an organization stipulated in the Act on Services and Supports for Persons with
Disabilities. It is established to share the information and challenges in the region regarding support for
those with disabilities, to develop a closer cooperation among related organizations, and to discuss the

development of a related system that meets the actual conditions in the area.

Since its establishment in 2006, the “Council” has been faced with issues such as a lack of substance,
regional disparities, lack of participation of parties concerned, and limited diversification of required
functions. The need for public-private partnerships and collaboration has also been mentioned as a way for

the “Council” to better achieve its goals.

In accordance with the upcoming revision of the Law for Comprehensive Support for Persons with
Disabilities, each municipality is required to re-examine the “Council”. In doing so, it is important not only
to review the report of the Committee on Persons with Disabilities of the Social Security Council, but also to
develop the “Council” initiatives based on the principles of the "Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities" by taking into account related “social work” from both micro and macro perspectives.

Keywords: Council, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Social Work
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